Village of Kizashi

Kizashi is an archaic Japanese word that means “an auspicious
oracle sent from Kami (the God).”

This project takes the form of a tour of fictitious sources of
mystical energy in the Satoyama community forest behind the
site of deserted Suwa Jinja shrine, by setting up a number of
nature worship places within the area where one is tempted to
imagine that such things did exist in ancient times.

The name of the district, Akaiwa, literally means “red rock,” and
the forest stands out with its very unique shape. There are a
number of Jomon prehistoric ruins scattered about in the area,
too. The hill, which looks down on the village, has actually been
playing a role of spiritual keystone for the local community. This
project was developed from my imagination that the remains of
religious activities of the prehistoric people can still be seen
among the modern villagers.

Each of the suggested routes of the tour, which pass through the
checkpoints including a hilltop, a rock, a tree, a spring, a stone
statue, and a pile of stones, has its own specific pattern that
represents a specific wish.

The footprints of visitors and the traces of their acts and
emotions — with all of these piling up, eventually certain shapes
loom up.

AHREFES KIMURA Yoshikuni
born 1969 in Gunma, Japan Lives and works in Tokyo
http://www.kimurayoshikuni.com/
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Prayer for health,
safety, and peace
for your family in
the coming years.

Prayer for a bright
future, full of hope
and happiness.

Prayer for a long
and healthy life
ahead.
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Prayer for respect- Prayer for attaining Prayer for good
able achievements your ideal body, luck in a game or
in art or the enter- while staying heal- competition.

tainment business.
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Academic Success
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Successful Business
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Prayer for good luck
with money, free
from worries about
financial stability.
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Prayer for studying
hard and achieving
your academic goal.
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Prayer for manag-
ing and growing
your business succ-
essully.
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Prayer for winning
the heart of some-
one special.
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Prayer for the reali-
zation of your heart-
felt wish.
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Prayer for protecti-
on from unantici-
pated  misfortune
and disaster.
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